


Aloha,
We thank you for supporting our “9th Annual Puerto Rican Culture & Salsa 
Festival” now known as “Hawaii Summer Salsa in Paradise” in celebration of “El Dia 
De San Juan.

A very special thank you to “Latin Lady DJ Margarita!” for being the creator of 
this event for the past seven years and for believing in the needs of the Hispanic 
Center of Hawaii. Latin Lady DJ Margarita now resides in California and is battling 
with Cervical Cancer. Our prayers and love are with her as she battles with the big 
“C”.  This year she is one of the “Honorees” at the festival.

A quote from Latin Lady DJ Margarita: “I loved being part of something great in 
Hawaii.  It was born from love and for me, ended with love.  My time there (Hawaii) 
was short but it seems like we accomplished so much.  I wish you continued 
success for this year’s event and subsequent ones”.

The Hispanic Center of Hawaii is celebrating eleven years since we first opened our 
doors, because of each and everyone of you and we sincerely thank you for your 
generous continued support.

This event has consistently grown through the years.  We owe that to each and 
every one of our entertainers, dance performers, instructors, DJ’s, emcees, and 
our wonderful “melting pot” of volunteers.

We wish to especially extend a heartfelt thanks to our dedicated committee 
members this year for sharing their love, dedication, and hard work.  We are very 
grateful for your contributions: Martha Sanchez-Min, Maika Hill-Higgins, Linda 
Delacruz, Eddie Ortiz and The Son Caribe Band, Joy Minaai, Judah Oschner, 
Sunshine Oschner, Roberto & Noelani Hernandez, Blas Silva, Elba (Daisy) Parrish, 
Angela Helgeson, Princess Piris,,Carlos Gonsalves, Greg Henry,,Angel Cordero, 
Sunday Kenison, Emil & Susie, Jorge Torres and members of the Word of Life 
Spanish Ministry. 

We would also wish to acknowledge and thank each of this year’s sponsors, 
vendors silent auction donors and our local mainstream media.  You’ve all provided 
wonderful coverage this year.  To the many others within the community who have 
provided us with so much generous and unconditional support, we thank you all for 
your time, efforts, and contributions.

Muchas Gracias,

Nancy N. Ortiz, Executive Director
Hispanic Center of Hawaii

Albert Torres, Albert Torres Productions
#1 World Salsa Promoter - Los Angeles



Thursday Schedule
Pagoda Hotel - C’est Si Bon Ballroom

8:00-8:30 PM  DJ LT

8:30-9:30 PM  Salsa Lesson w/Jerome Ramos
(Shines/Turns & Patterns)

9:30-10:00 PM Albert Torres  - Welcome/Introductions
Performances by International Dancers, 
Entertainers & Guests 

10:00 -11:30 PM Son Caribe Salsa Band

11:30-12:30 PM DJ Da Lion of Judah
Preliminary Salsa Competition

12:30 to Closing DJ Nelson (Open Dancing)

Schedule of Events

Fr iday Schedule
Planet Hollywood

8:00-8:30 PM  DJ LT

8:30-9:30 PM Workshop – Edwin Rivera & Emily Alabi

9:30-9:40 PM United Rhythms Performance - Phillip Duong              

9:45 -10:45 PM DJ Ever

10:45 -11:45 PM DJ Alberto

11:45 -12:30 PM DJ Nelson

12:30 to Closing DJ El Control 

Emily Alabi



Saturday Schedule
McCoy Pavilion - Main Stage

11:00-11:30 AM DJ Da Lion of Judah & DJ LT

11:30-12 PM Word of Life Christian Center, Invocation – Jorge Torres 
(Spanish Ministry)
Welcome – Emcees for the Day 
Albert Torres, Rodney Perez & Nancy Ortiz –  
Hispanic Center of Hawaii
Judah & Sunshine – Hawaii’s Salsa Champions

12:15-1:15 PM Workshop –  Aloha Rumberos
(Dance floor etiquette and how to dance in a  
social setting)

1:00 PM Dance Performances By: 
Hot Salsa Dancing – (Adults/Kids)
Isla Tango – Caz Ferguson, Sarah & Emily Hodges
Las Muñecas
Beauty In Motion

1:15-2:00 PM Workshop - Jerome Ramos
(Intermediate/Advance Intricate New York Turn 
Patterns)    

2:00-2:15 PM DJ Ever

2:15-3:15 PM Workshop & Performance  
Edwin Rivera & Emily Alabi (Merechaton Part -2) 

3:15 -3:45 PM Workshop - Salsa Angel
(On 2-New York Style Beginner Ladies Styling)

4:00-5:00 PM Son Caribe Salsa Band w/guest Johnny Polanco

5:00 - 5:30 PM DJ Nelson 
Honores & Salsa Competition
Dance Performances by: Judah & Sunshine
Tango – Maika & Gary

5:30-6:00 PM Son Caribe Salsa Band w/guest Chino Espinoza

6:30-7 PM DJ Alberto (“Papi”)
Performances: Samba Axe Brazilian Dancers
Capeiroa Hawaii



Saturday Schedule
McCoy Pavilion - West Cabana (Dining Room)
11:30AM -12:00 PM  DJ El Control

12:00-1:00 PM Workshop  
Greg “SalsaMan” Henry –  
Hot Salsa Dance Company
(Spins/Turns for all levels & Bachata)

1:00-2:00 PM DJ El Control

2:00 -2:45 PM Charlie Castro – Salsa No Ka Oi
(Bachata  Workshop)

3:00 -4:00 PM Debby Borges-Barboza –  
Dream to Dance Studio 
(Cha-Cha-Cha Workshop)

Jerome Ramos

Summer Salsa In Paradise After Party
Hard Rock Cafe - 1837 Kapiolani Blvd. 
(Across from the Hawaii Convention Center)
9pm-2am 21+



Honorees
Latin Lady DJ Margarita

Creator and founder of Hawaii Salsathon from 
2001 - 2007.

First & Foremost, Margarita is a  “GOOD-WILL 
SALSA AMBASSADOR”, Salsa Dj & Radio Host.  
She is dedicated to the promotion of the many 
sounds and styles of Salsa, Latin Jazz, Afro-
Cuban rhythms & their artists (especially the 
indie’s & newcomers) wherever, and whenever 
possible.

Alberto Archilla
DJ & Sound Equipment

Born in Puerto Rico and now residing in Honolulu, 
Alberto Archilla a.k.a “Papi” was raised dancing 
to the rhythms of Son Montuno, Guaracha, 
Boogaloo, Danza, Mambo, Bomba and Plena.  

Alberto Archilla is well known in Honolulu and the 
neighboring Hawaiian islands for his teaching 
abilities as well as for his unique style and flair.  
He continues to teach and currently provides 
ongoing Salsa L.A. Style Workshops.  He studied 

with some of the best Salseros from Los Angeles, Puerto Rico, and New 
York. 

Alberto is the director and founder of the dance group Son D’Hawaii. Son 
D’ Hawai`i is comprised of a diverse group of dance members from multiple 
ethnic backgrounds.  Son D’ Hawai`i represented Hawai`i at the 2nd West 
Coast Bacardi Salsa Congress in L.A. May 2000, and then in Puerto Rico 
during the Bacardi Salsa Congress which was held July 2000. 

Currently, Alberto, also known as DJ Papi, is the Latin Promoter at 
Zanzabar Night Club on Tuesday Nights. 



Rodney Perez
Festival Emcee - (9 Years)

Rodney Perez a native New Yorker percussionist, 
came to Hawaii in 1990 via the U.S. Army. Within 
two weeks, he began performing with Augie 
Rey & City Lights.  During these early years he 
performed and recorded with most of the latin 
bands in Hawaii, such bands as Augie Rey & 
City Lights, Rolando Sanchez and Salsa Hawaii, 
Conjunto Cache, Salsa Aloha, and Son Caribe. 

In 1994 Rodney formed his own Latin-jazz band “Tropi-Jazz” and was the 
first Latin band to open for The First International Hawaii Jazz Festival in 
the Neal S. Blaisdell Center for Paquito D’ Rivera and Steve Turre.  During 
the following years Rodney and his band continue to open and back up for 
such headliners as Yomo Toro, Poncho Sanchez, Mauricio Smith, Giovanni 
Hidalgo, Nestor Torres, Scott Martin, Richie Flores, and Tito Puente Jr. 

Besides sharing the same stage with Tito Puente, Celia Cruz, Eddie Palmeri, 
The Latin Legends and Orquesta De La Luz. Rodney was the co-host of 
Sunday Radio Show “Tu Musica “ with Frankie Villalobos, where the character 
Petra la Loca was created. 

These days, if he is not performing with his band, he’s promoting events and 
DJ-ing Latin Music.  Rodney has been the MC for the past nine years for the 
Puerto Rican Culture & Salsa Festival aka: Hawaii Salsathon, now known as 
Hawaii Summer Salsa in Paradise.

Mission of The Hispanic Center of Hawaii
TO SERVE
We provide practical, necessary and quality community services to improve 
the living conditions of Hispanics in Hawaii.
TO EDUCATE
We promote Hispanic culture and traditions, while understanding and 
appreciating our adopted home, and the society that welcomed us.
TO ADVOCATE
We serve as the voice for the community in matters where advocacy ensures 
fair and equitable treatment. We facilitate communication with comparable 
organizations on the Mainland and around the globe.

www.centrohispanohawaii.com



Noelani Hernandez
Salsa Dance Instructor/Sponsor

Robert and Noelani Hernandez have been ardent 
sponsors and volunteers of the Hawaii’s Annual Summer 
Salsa in Paradise events as well as other events in Hawaii 
by the Centro Hispano de Hawaii.  

Noelani is a Latin Dance Instructor and Performer, 
currently instructing at W2’s Fitness Club.  She has 
performed at the L.A. Salsa Congress in 2001, 2002, 

and 2004. She just has the Love for Latin Music.

Roberto Hernandez
Sponsor

Robert is a Captain at Hawaiian Airlines and a 
Professional Photographer (www.photosbylopaka.com) 
He started formal Latin Dance Instruction in 2004 
but as a “Latino” has always had the rhythm within.

Maika Hill-Higgins
Graphics and Web Designer

Maika has been actively involved with Hawaii 
Salsathon, azka Summer Salsa in Paradise from the 
start, first as a performer and more recently as the 
primary graphic designer.   
(www.maikalanidesigns.com)

Maika is also an avid Latin dancer.  She has 
performed Salsa with both Son D’Hawaii and Salsa 
101 Productions.  She was also the co-director of 

Aloha Rumberos Dance Company and performed at the West Coast Salsa 
Congress yearly since 2001.   Maika is now dancing both Tango and Salsa in 
San Francisco.  




